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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Through the Cultural Enrichment Grant (CEG) program, Bravo Greater Des Moines offers general operating 
support funding to arts, culture and heritage organizations in the Greater Des Moines region. The 2020 grant 
cycle (GC20) offers funding for expenses incurred between January 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020. 
 

APPLICANT ELIGBILITY 
Eligible GC20 CEG applicants fall into one of two categories: 
 

(1) An existing Bravo Cultural Partner that received CEG funding last year, in GC19.  
~OR~ 

(2) A 501(c) nonprofit organization with annual operating expenses of at least $5,000 and has a primary 
focus of arts, culture or heritage.  

 
All CEG applicants must have headquarters in and conduct most of its activities within one of Bravo’s partner 
local government communities. Additionally, any organization that did not receive CEG funding last year (in 
GC19) must meet with Bravo staff before October 1, 2019. Eligibility does not guarantee funding. Specific 
eligibility requirements may be waived at Bravo’s discretion. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
September 9, 2019 
Application available at 10:00 a.m. 
 
October 1, 2019 
Deadline for new applicants to meet with Bravo staff 
 
October 11, 2019 
Applications due by 3:00 p.m. 
 
December 6, 2019 
Award notification sent 

December 20, 2019 
Signed grant agreements due by 3:00 p.m. 
 
January 1, 2020 
Funding term starts 
 
Week of January 6, 2020 
First grant payment sent 
 
December 31, 2020 
Grant term ends 

 
GRANT AWARDS 

Grant awards will generally be based on a percentage of an organization’s actual operating expenses for its most 
recently completed fiscal year. The percentage will be based on the following scale: 
 

ACTUAL EXPENSES $1 million 
and above 

$250,000 – 
$999,999 

Up to 
$249,999.99 

Historical 
Societies 

TARGET FUNDING RANGE 3% - 7% 5% - 9% 5% - 15% 5% - 25% 
 

APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS 
Applicants will be asked to attach additional materials to their CEG application. Failure to submit required 
documentation may result in disqualification from funding consideration. All attachments must be in PDF format. 
Documentation may include: 
 

• Financial Statements – An independent audit (for organizations with revenues more than $1 million), an 
independent financial review (for organizations with revenue between $250,000 and $1 million) or official 
end of year financials (for organization with revenues less than $250,000). 

• Operating Budget – A one-page, summary of the organization’s operating expenses and revenues for its 
current fiscal year.  



• Strategic Plan – The organization’s board-approved strategic plan that details the organization’s long-
term vision. 

• Operational Plan – The organization’s board-approved operational plan that describes the organization’s 
short-term activities, goals and objectives. 

• Annual Report – The organization’s annual summary of what was accomplished in the past year. 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW  
Bravo’s Community Investment Committee will evaluate eligible applications. The Bravo Board of Directors will 
make the final funding decisions. Meetings of the Community Investment Committee are not open to the public. 
Applicants should not contact Committee members or Bravo Board members directly to discuss applications or 
funding amounts. 
 

GRANT AWARD PROCESS 

Award notifications will be sent via email December 6, 2019. Applicants awarded a GC20 Cultural Enrichment 
Grant will be required to sign a Grant Agreement by December 20, 2019. Grant awards over $1,000 will be 
disbursed in quarterly payments. Awards smaller than $1,000 will be paid in a single payment. The first 
disbursement will be made after execution of the Grant Agreement. A final grant report will be due at the end of 
the funding term. 
 
Bravo is committed to a transparent, fair and consistent grantmaking process. There is no appeal of final funding 
decisions made by the Bravo Board of Directors. 
 

PORTFOLIO ANALYSIS 
Bravo is using the GC20 CEG cycle to gather data and information about its grant recipients. The portfolio 
analysis is designed to help Bravo examine the distribution and impact of its community investment dollars. Grant 
applicants must complete the portfolio analysis before gaining access to the GC20 CEG application. All 
individual responses will be confidential. After analyzing the results, Bravo may share broader themes and 
findings, but will not attribute any responses back to a specific organization. Organization name, contact 
information, address and other direct identifiers will not be mentioned by Bravo in any publication or dissemination 
of the data and/or results. Data gathered from this analysis is for informational purposes only and will not 
be used to determine GC20 grant awards.  
 

BRAVO GOOD STANDING 
Grant recipients must maintain good standing with Bravo throughout the grant term. A grant recipient is in good 
standing with Bravo if it: 
 

• Fully and completely meets all requirements stated in the Grant Agreement; 
• Accurately represents its organization and its activities in all documents submitted to Bravo. This includes, 

but is not limited to, application, final reports, mid-year evaluations (if applicable), financial reports and 
any other information requested by Bravo staff; 

• Continues to meet the eligibility criteria throughout the investment period; and  
• Submits grant information, documents and reports on or before the due date. 

 
Additionally, Bravo, with sound cause and reasoning, may designate an organization as not in good standing. 
 
If Bravo discovers a grant recipient fails to meet any or all these requirements, the recipient will receive written 
notice from Bravo of which requirements have not been met and how to return to good standing.  


